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A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 
 
Dear Student Pastors, Bible Study Leaders, & Host Home Leaders, 
 
I wanted to take a moment and thank each one of you for taking time out of your busy schedules to be a 
part of this life-changing experience for the weekend.  I’m extremely grateful that you would allow us to 
partner with you in an effort to help facilitate a spiritual encounter between your students and Jesus.  On 
behalf of our LIFT Tour Team, it’s an honor to partner with you!  The LIFT Tour could not happen without 
you! Our team has been diligently praying for your students. It is our hope this weekend will change their 
lives forever.   
 
In planning for our time together, we’ve worked carefully through the details to ensure your students will 
have the best experience. If you didn’t know, the LIFT Tour was birthed out of the passage of scripture in 
John 12:32 when Jesus said, “And I, when I am LIFTED up from the earth, I will draw all people to myself.”  
During our time together, it’s our desire to intentionally create an environment where students can Exalt 
Christ, Engage Scripture, and Be Equipped with the necessary tools to passionately pursue Jesus!  To help 
facilitate flow and synergy, we feel it is important that what happens in the large group environment carries 
over into the small group/host home sessions. During each large group session, the Gospel will be clearly 
presented in a creative and innovative way.   
 
The small group sessions will consist of a list of discussion questions that will help you cultivate a healthy 
dialog with your students. Please know, these questions are only a “guide”. You know your students, so 
feel free to contextualize any of these questions as you deem necessary.  We encourage you to take 
plenty of notes while listening to the sermons and ask God to give you a few points of discussion for each 
small group session. If you don’t complete all of the small group sessions because the conversation is rich 
and eventful, that is totally okay.  The goal is not to complete the questions for the sake of accomplishment, 
but instead, the goal is to create connections that will lead to application and transformation. Be open and 
receptive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  As you spend time with your students, pray that they will 
provide “God moments” where you can engage them in spiritual conversations that will lead to discussions 
concerning their salvation and their walk with the Lord. 
 
Important: During the first session, our speaker will extend a public invitation and give your students an 
opportunity to respond.  Our desire is to inspire and encourage your students to experience a personal 
relationship with Jesus.  This invitation will not feel manipulative or come across as inauthentic. While the 
invitation is being presented, please be prepared to receive your students and counsel them.  We want 
to make sure every student understands the decision they are making.   
 
Our entire team is praying to see God change lives forever this weekend!  Thank you for allowing us to 
serve you and your students.  It is my hope and prayer that every student has an experience this weekend 
that will change the trajectory of their life forever!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praying for you always, 

 
Jeff Wallace 
Executive Director of the LIFT Tour 



FOCUS | THEME 
 
FOCUS [noun]: the state or quality of having or producing clear visual definition. 
 
 
A loss of FOCUS can blur our ability to maximize the plan and purpose God has for us. We live in a world 
that is filled with so many options, alternatives, and distractions. We are constantly bombarded with 
negative images and misperceptions that tempt us to pull away from God, with a false hope that we can 
somehow successfully redevelop our own life-narrative. As a result, we lose our identity and lose our way 
because we’re seeking validation from worldly things.  
 
A life out of FOCUS is ultimately a life that has a difficult time capturing the truth that our Heavenly Father 
relentlessly pursues and unconditionally loves us. However, when we encounter Scripture, our lives begin 
to sharpen into focus, and we start to see every struggle and blessing through the redemptive lens of 
Christ. When we have Godly FOCUS, we live life with our faith as our filter! 
 
This year at The LIFT Tour 2020, our goal is to create an environment where every student will develop 
a clear vision for their life. As we study the story of the lost son in Luke 15, our hope is to inspire, encourage, 
and remind every participant of the truth found in God’s Word; that no matter how far we run from God, 
when we FOCUS our heart and attention on the Father, we will see that His FOCUS is always to receive 
and redeem the lost.   
 
Therefore, throughout the weekend we will look at four unique perspectives that are found in Luke 15 that 
will help you… 
 
 
 
1) FOCUS ON THE FATHER 
2) CAPTURE YOUR IDENTITY 

3) FILTER MISPERCEPTIONS 
4) DEVELOP YOUR CALLING 

 
 
 
Practical Instructions for Facilitating Discussion:  
 

• The purpose of the discussion questions is an opportunity for you to guide the students to 
discover the truths revealed in the passages. This is most effective when they are given the 
opportunity to answer the questions rather than being spoon-fed the answers.  

 
• You can follow the curriculum just as it is laid out. 1) Encourage a student to read the passage 

aloud. 2) Present the discussion questions. Allow time for students to come up with the answer. If 
it’s quiet at first, it’s likely that they are thinking. This is what you want.  

 
• After they have given their answers, you can share your own. Don’t get caught up or waste a lot 

of time on a question they may not understand. Just go on to the next question. 
 

• There is not necessarily one right answer for each question; however, you want to listen to the 
answers. This will help you get an idea of the level of understanding for each student who 
participates.  

 
• Don’t ignore wrong answers but do your best to be diplomatic in pointing toward the truth. You 

can say something like, “Hmmm, that’s an interesting thought but what if we look at it this way…” 
You want to do your best not to embarrass anyone, but some in your group may not know the 
Lord as Savior. You want to listen carefully if their answers reflect that. 

 
 
NOTE: If a question is in the student guide, there will be a notation, (&) next to those questions. For 
more in-depth conversations, feel free to go off script as needed with additional questions 



FOCUS | SESSION 1 
 
FOCUS on the FATHER | The Perspective of the Father 
 
FOCUS [VERB]: to give attention, effort, etc. to one particular subject, situation or person rather 
than another 
 

OPTIONAL ICE BREAKER 
Share with your group about a time when you lost “focus” and something embarrassing 
happened to you or you had to learn a hard lesson? 

 
& The theme this weekend is all about getting your life into focus. 

 

READ JOHN 9:25 

“He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but 
now I see!” 
 

& Can you relate to this idea/concept?  If so, how? 
 

READ LUKE 15 TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 
 

& In the beginning of the message, the speaker mentioned how in Luke 15, Jesus shares 
three parables.  What are the three parables?  What do they all seem to have in 
common? 

 
SESSION ONE NOTES: 
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my 
share of the estate.’ So, he divided his property between them. Not long after that, the younger 
son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living…“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and 
say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.” – Luke 15:11-13, 17-18 
 
 
 
 



This parable teaches us: 
1. God RELENTLESSLY PURSUES us. 

2. God REWRITES our story. 

“For the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his face from you 
if you return to him.” – 2 Chronicles 30:9 b 
 
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord.” – Acts 3:19 

 
3. Our Father’s DESIRE is for us to live REDEEMED 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life.” – Romans 5:8-10 
 

OUR FATHER’S FOCUS IS TO LOOK FOR AND 
RECEIVE THE LOST 

& What does the statement, “The focus of the father is to look for and receive the lost” 
mean to you?  

& As we continue into this weekend, discuss how this statement relates to God's Word: 
When taking a picture, the more pixels, the sharper the image. The least number of 
megapixels, the fuzzier the image.   

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

o Through what lens/filter do you believe most students your age makes decisions?  
 

o How does this lens/filter of decision-making impact your generation’s worldview? 

PRAY WITH YOUR STUDENTS BEFORE DISMISSING.  
  



FOCUS | SESSION 2 
CAPTURE your IDENTITY | The Perspective of the Younger Son 
 
CAPTURE [VERB]: The process of obtaining a digital image from a vision sensor 
 

READ LUKE 15:11-20 TOGETHER AS A GROUP. 
& What is your opinion about the younger son?   

 
& Why do you think he was so eager to leave home?  Have there been moments in your 

life when you have felt just as eager to gain independence? 
 

SESSION TWO NOTES 
“So, he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ So, they began to celebrate.” – Luke 15:20-24 (NIV) 
 
1.) When you REPENT, you are FORGIVEN. 
 
“Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.” – Luke 15:22a 
 
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered.” – Psalm 32:1 
 

WHEN WE FOCUS ON OUR FAILURES, WE MISS THE 
LOVE OF THE FATHER 
 
2.) When you embrace HUMILITY, you are FAMILY.  
 
“Put a ring on his finger…and sandals for his feet.” – Luke 15:22b-c  
 



“So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of 
God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.”- Ephesians 2:19 
 
3.) When you let FAITH be your FILTER, you are FREE. 
            
“Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.”  - John 8:34-36 
 

& What were some of the truths he discovered while he was away? What do you think was 
the defining moment that caused him to come to his senses? 

 
& What was his attitude like when he returned to his father? Do you agree with the 

Father’s celebration of his son’s return? Why or why not? 
 

OUR FATHER’S FOCUS IS TO HELP US CAPTURE OUR 
IDENTITY AND FIND TRUE FREEDOM. 
 

& What does it look like to live in true freedom with faith as your filter? 
 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: 
o What do his actions tell about his attitude toward his father’s wealth? His relationship 

with his father? His perspective on life? 
 
 

PRAY WITH YOUR STUDENTS BEFORE DISMISSING.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOCUS | SESSION 3 
FILTER MISPERCEPTIONS | The Perspective of the Older Son 
 
FILTER: [VERB]: To allow only certain things to pass through 
 

OPTIONAL CONVERSATION STARTER 
Share with the group what “Discovering Truth” looks like to you in your daily walk with Jesus. 

 

READ LUKE 15:25-32 
 

& What are some of the older son’s feelings about his younger brother’s return home?  
 

& What is the father’s primary attitude toward his older son?  What was he trying to teach 
him? What does the father ultimately want for the older son? 

 

SESSION THREE NOTES 
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 
dancing. So, he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has 
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe 
and sound.’ The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So, his father went out and 
pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you 
and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!” – Luke 15:25-30 
 
Three lies we get caught in when our focus is misplaced: 
 
1.) “I’VE BEEN SLAVING…” 
 
Reveals a PROBLEM with PRIDE.  
 
But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 
disobeyed your orders. – Luke 15:29a 
 
“Pride goes before destruction…” - Proverbs 16:18 



2.) “YOU NEVER GAVE ME…” 
 
Reveals a SPIRIT of ENTITLEMENT.   
 
“Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.” – Luke 15:29b 
 
3.) “BUT FOR HIM…” 
 
Reveals a STRUGGLE with COMPARISON.  
 
“But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, 
you kill the fattened calf for him!” – Luke 15:30 
 

OUR FATHER’S FOCUS IS TO HELP US DISCOVER 
THE TRUTH 
 

& What are the results of the older son’s feelings of resentment?  Have you ever felt similar 
types of feelings? 

 
& Which of these do you seem to struggle with the most: pride, entitlement, or comparison? 

How are you going to pursue overcoming these when you return home this week? 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 
o Do you think the father has more love for the younger son? Why or why not? 

 
o Do you think the older brother is justified in his behavior? Why or why not?   

 

 

 
PRAY WITH YOUR STUDENTS BEFORE DISMISSING. 
 



FOCUS | SESSION 4 
DEVELOP your CALLING | The Perspective of the Listeners 
 
DEVELOP: [VERB]: to grow, to become more mature, advanced, or elaborate. 
 

READ LUKE 15:31, 18:42 
& Which son do you think it is easier to have compassion for?  Why?  For the son you think 

it is more difficult to have compassion for, why is that? 
 

SESSION FOUR NOTES 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had 
to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’” - Luke 15:31-32   
 
When we step into the mission of the Father, we reflect these qualities of his son, Jesus: 
 

1. We have COMPASSION for the LOST  
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:36 

 
2. We CELEBRATE in others’ RETURN  

“I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with 
garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom 
adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” Isaiah 61:10 

 
3. We bring LIGHT to everyone, everywhere. 

"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Matthew 5:14 
 

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” John 14:6 

 

OUR FATHER’S FOCUS IS TO HELP US LIVE AS THE 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 



& As it relates to a missional perspective, what lessons did you personally learn from this 
story that you can apply to your own life? Is there a person you know that needs to hear 
this story? 

 
& As listeners, what do you think is the main point of Jesus’ sharing this particular parable?  

What does he want us to know or understand? 
 

& How do you plan to develop your calling and point the lost to Jesus when you return 
home? When you return to school? When you return to your friends? 
 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

o After hearing the story of the younger son and the older son, which son do you most 
identify with? Why? 
 

o None of us deserve God’s grace, and yet if we are one of His children that is exactly 
what He gives us – grace. Can you describe a time when you experienced the Father’s 
grace?             
 

o The father was the hero in this story. He extended grace to both sons. He felt 
compassion as he saw his son returning home. When people come back to you after 
making a mistake, or leave you in a less than desirable manner, do you find it easy to 
extend grace?  Can you describe a time when you extended grace? Can you describe a 
time when you withheld grace? 
 

 

 
PRAY WITH YOUR STUDENTS BEFORE DISMISSING.  


